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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tamworth  Rural 
District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  public 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1959.  Inasmuch  as  full  details  of 
the  social  services  provided  by  the  Warwickshire  County  Council 
are  recorded  in  the  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
1  have  refrained  from  making  any  special  reference  to  them. 

Generally  speaking,  the  over-all  health  of  the  community  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  good  without  any  outbreaks  of  serious,  notifiable, 
infectious  diseases.  As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  in  keeping 
with  its  present-day  biennial  periodicity,  the  incidence  of  measles 
sharply  increased  to  minor  epidemic  proportions  from  25  to  134 
cases.  At  the  same  time.  Whooping  Cough  decreased  from  24  to  only 
4  notifications.  Pneumonia  occurred  at  almost  the  same  level  as  in 
the  previous  year  with  9  as  opposed  to  10  affected  persons  and, 
unfortunately,  with  4  deaths.  Reports  of  Scarlet  Fever  increased  from 
15  to  27 — all  of  a  mild  nature  treated  at  home. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified  7  times  and  the  non- 
pulmonary  type  of  the  disease  on  3  occasions.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria 
came  to  light  ;  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  has  now  been  recorded 
for  the  past  1 1  years.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  be  able  to  relate  the 
absence  of  Poliomyelitis  for  the  second,  successive  year. 

On  the  whole,  water  supplies  throughout  the  District  were 
ample,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  small  number  of 
remaining  wells,  were  pure  and  wholesome. 

Regarding  drainage  and  sewerage,  excellent  progress  was  made, 
especially  in  respect  of  6  schemes  either  commenced  or  completed 
during  the  year,  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 
In  addition,  plans  were  drawn-up  to  extend  the  sewers  in  the  Wilne- 
cote  area  and  to  provide  a  new  outfall  drain  from  the  work  at  Aming- 
ton. 

Although,  in  common  with  many  local  authorities  in  the 
“  Midlands  ”  where  full  employment  in  industry  was  more  attrac¬ 
tive,  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  adequate  suitable  labour,  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  was  satisfactory. 

The  recording  of  atmospheric  pollution  using  7  instruments, 
covered  a  full  year  and  details  are  given  later  in  tabular  form. 
Emissions  from  a  factory  in  the  Wilnecote  area  continued  to  give 
cause  for  much  concern  and,  unfortunately,  the  promised  remedial 
measures — erection  of  a  new  higher  chimney — had  not  materialized 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  Repeated  representations  were  made  to 
H.M.  Alkali  Inspectors  who  made  further  representations  to  the 
owners.  This  factory  site,  situated  in  a  saucer-shaped  depression, 
was  approved  for  industrial  use  before  the  large-scale  housing 
development  which  subsequently  took  place  on  the  higher  ground 
at  the  periphery  and,  therefore,  reasonable  forbearance  must  be 
granted  to  the  present  users,  whose  intentions  were  clearly  stated  in 
their  application.  Your  Authority  continued  to  collaborate  with 


5 


the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  which,  by  the  co-operative 
efforts  of  its  member  local  authorities,  now  collates  information 
regarding  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution  throughout  the  year 
on  a  county-wide  basis. 

Turning  to  housing,  despite  the  financial  stringency  imposed  in 
1958,  good  progress  was  made  in  the  erection  of  dwellings  by  local 
authority  and  private  enterprise.  For  example,  compared  with  the 
previous  year  when  only  16  houses  were  actually  commenced,  30 
homes  were  completed  and  46  commenced  by  the  former  means 
and  57  and  72  respectively  by  the  latter  means.  Nevertheless,  despite 
this  welcome  expansion  in  building  activities  the  size  of  the  re¬ 
housing  problem  remained  large  in  that  421  valid  applications 
remained  on  the  Council’s  list,  over  one  third  of  whom  were  living 
in  rooms. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year — 
only  one  inspector  instead  of  two — it  became  impossible  to  maintain 
100  %  inspection  of  meat,  for  which  the  proportion  fell  to  88%. 
However,  with  only  two  slaughterhouses  in  regular  and  one  in 
occasional  use  and  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the  users,  it  is  felt 
that  little  or  none  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  sold. 

The  survey  of  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955-56  was  completed  with  the  result  that  all  such  premises  were 
deemed  satisfactory  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  is  a  composite  report  for  the  presentation  of  which  I  am 
responsible  as  the  leader  of  a  team. 

The  Sections  dealing  with  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
area — general  inspections,  nuisances,  housing,  water  supply,  inspec¬ 
tion  of  meat  and  other  foods  as  well  as  statistics  of  air  pollution 
have  been  contributed  by  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  to 
whom  I  am  especially  grateful. 

Information  regarding  water  supplies,  drainage,  sewerage  and 
refuse  collection  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Shaw,  your 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  the  details  concerning  housing  by  Mr. 
Wall,  your  Housing  Manager. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  your 
encouragement  and  support  and  express  my  gratitude  for  the  ready 
co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  staff  and  also  from  the  other 
Departments  of  the  Council. 

R.  S.  McELROY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Park  Road, 

Coleshill. 

July,  1960. 
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7 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  Acres  .  22,032 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  Mid- 

1959)  .  17,660 

„  (1951  Census)  .  16,118 

(1931  „  )  .  14,151 

Number  of  inhabited  premises  (March  1959) — 

Houses .  5,629 

Shops  .  146 

Public  Houses  .  26 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1959)  .  £175,270 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £707 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate  . . . 
Illegitimate  . .  . 

Totals 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

150 

152 

302 

3 

1 

4 

153 

153 

306 

Crude  Birth  Rate. 


17.32  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

17.32 

17.3 

16.9 

19.0 

16.0 

16.5 

17.0 

16.6 

16.6  1  16.6 

Still  Births. 

Males 

Legitimate  .  5 

Illegitimate  .  — 

Totals  .  5  6  11 


Females  Total 
6  11 


Still  Birth  Rate. 


34.7  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

34.7 

28.7 

24.2 

18.3 

25.1 

14.5 

34.8 

41.8 

22.5 

15.0 

Deaths. 

Males  Females  Total 
Deaths  from  all  causes  ..  94  71  165 

Crude  Death  Rate. 


9.3  per  1,000  estimated  population. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

9.3 

9.8 

8.8 

8.4 

8.7 

8.4 

7.5 

10.0 

11.9 

10.4 
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Classified  Causes  of  Death. 

Cause  of  Death  Males  Females  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  2  1  3 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  —  1  1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  —  —  — 

4.  Diphtheria  .  —  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough .  —  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  1  —  1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  —  —  — 

8.  Measles  .  —  —  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  ....  —  —  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  1  —  1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ..  8  2  10 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  —  6  6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  1  1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  8  9  17 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  —  — 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  1  1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system _  10  7  17 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  13  9  22 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  —  1  1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  7  13  20 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  5  2  7 

22.  Influenza .  2  5  7 

23.  Pneumonia  .  2  2  4 

24.  Bronchitis  .  12  —  12 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  2  —  2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ....  3  —  3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  —  —  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  1  1  2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  3  —  3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion .  —  —  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  3  1  4 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . .  8  9  17 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  1  —  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  1  —  1 

35.  Suicide  .  1  —  1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  —  —  — 

37.  All  causes  .  94  71  165 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  .  7  4  11 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  7  4  11 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  35.9  per  1,000  births. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

35.9 

23.0 

9.8 

37.3 

33.1 

22. 1 

25.3 

37.5 

45.0 

23.0 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  .  7 

8 

15 

Illegitimate  .  — 

— 

— 

Totals  .  7 

8 

15 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate,  1959  :  49.0  per  1,000  live  births. 

(Compared  with  9.8  per  1,000  live  births  in  1957  and  16.4 
per  1,000  live  births  in  1958). 

Maternal  Deaths  . .  Nil. 

Deaths  due  to  Malignant  Disease. 

Males  Females  Total 
All  Causes  .  17  18  35 

Cancer  Death  Rate:  1.97  per  1,000  population. 


GENERAL  COMMENT 

Population 

The  mid-year  figure  of  17,660  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
shows  a  small  increase  of  only  140  over  the  1958  estimate.  While  a 
slow  natural  increase  is  to  be  expected  in  a  district  predominantly 
rural  in  character,  nevertheless,  the  industrial  expansion  now  taking 
place  and  the  projected  house  building  by  the  Council  should 
accelerate  this  process. 

Births 

At  17.32  per  1,000  population,  the  Crude  Birth  Rate  increased 
slightly  over  the  1958  figure  of  17.3.  The  Standardised  or  adjusted 
rate  of  17.32  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  16.5  per  1,000 
for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 

Once  again  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  NIL  and  this 
absence  of  deaths  in  childbirth  is  a  tribute  to  the  care  and  skill  of  all 
concerned  and  comfort  and  encouragement  for  married  couples. 
There  were  94  male  and  71  female  deaths  from  all  causes — a  total 
of  165  for  the  year.  This  gives  a  Crude  Death  Rate  of  9.3  per  1,000 
population  and  a  standardised  or  adjusted  Death  Rate  of  1 1 .25  per 
1,000,  slightly  lower  than  the  corresponding  figure  of  11.6  for 
England  and  Wales. 

As  will  be  seen  on  a  preceding  page,  the  chief  causes  of  death 
continued  to  be  heart  disease  and  cancer.  Fatalities  from  all  forms 
of  Cancer  increased  from  33  to  35  including  1  case  of  disease 
of  the  stomach  and  10  of  the  lungs  (5  in  1958)  ;  new  growths  of  the 
breast  caused  6  deaths.  Influenza  and  Pneumonia  claimed  7  and  4 
victims  respectively  while  Bronchitis  accounted  for  12 — slightly  less 
than  the  1958  figure. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  1  male  fatality  and  suicides 
were  recorded  for  a  similar  number. 

The  standardised  or  adjusted  rate  for  births  and  deaths  is 
obtained  by  multiplying  the  Crude  Rate  by  the  Comparability 
Factor  issued  by  the  Registrar  General.  By  so  doing  allowance  is 
made  for  the  particular  area  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  population  in  the  various  zones  throughout  England 
and  Wales.  Allowance  is  made  for  boundary  changes  as  well  as 
rapid  increase  or  decrease  in  the  sex  and  age  groups  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  certain  localities  including  those  in  residential  institu¬ 
tions. 

In  addition  to  the  adjustment  made  to  the  death  rate  area 
comparability  factors,  the  birth  rate  area  factors  have  also  been 
adjusted  specifically  for  each  area  to  take  account  of  the  presence 
of  sterile  population  in  institutions  for  the  mentally  ill  or  mentally 
deficient. 
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SECTION  B. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1959 
(Giving  age  groups,  deaths  and  admissions  to  hospital). 
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Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  pervious  years. 


1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Measles  . 

134 

25 

227 

4 

410 

13 

197 

155 

298 

141 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

4 

24 

7 

76 

8 

19 

63 

34 

206 

26 

Pneumonia  . 

9 

10 

11 

7 

12 

4 

21 

13 

19 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

15 

8 

5 

8 

27 

37 

27 

13 

16 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic  . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

Non-paralytic. . . . 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Meningococcal 
Infection  . 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Dysentery  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5 

- 

Typhoid  Fever _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

7 

7 

8 

9 

8 

9 

13 

9 

8 

13 

Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  .... 

3 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

10 

Food  Poisoning. . . . 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

8 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Diphtheria . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals . 

186 

84 

269 

105 

453 

75 

337 

256 

557 

226 
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Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Area 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Seckington . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wilnecote  . 

— 

20 

4 

13 

3 

4 

2 

Glascote . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Amington  . 

1 

28 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Newton  Regis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Kingsbury . 

— 

85 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1 

Shuttington  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Middleton . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

Totals . 

2 

134 

4 

27 

9 

7 

3 

Infectious  Disease 

Compared  with  1958  when  84  cases  were  notified,  the  total  rose 
to  186.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
measles  which  had  assumed  minor  epidemic  proportions. 


Whooping  Cough 

With  only  4  cases  reported,  the  overall  occurrence  of  the 
disease  continued  at  a  low  level.  The  inoculation  figures  were  as 
follows  and  reveal  a  small  increase  over  the  1958  total  of  267. 


Age 

at  Date 

of  Injecti 

on 

Under  1 

1—2 

3-4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary  . 

219 

31 

10 

5 

— 

265 

Reinforcing  .... 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

7 

Totals . 

219 

31 

12 

10 

— 

272 

14 


Scarlet  Fever 

Reports  increased  to  27  hut  the  disease  was  mild  so  that  no 
cases  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  no  cases  were  notified. 

The  inoculation  campaign  operated  satisfactorily  whereby 
some  5,667  persons  were  vaccinated  in  the  Tamworth  and  Meriden 
Rural  Districts  without  any  untoward  results.  In  addition  11,114 
persons  were  given  “booster”  doses. 


Tuberculosis 

At  the  close  of  the  year  79  names  were  recorded  on  the  Register 
of  which  67  were  of  the  pulmonary  and  12  of  the  non-pulmonary 
type.  Thirteen  new  cases  were  listed  of  which  3  were  inward  transfers 
while  8  names  were  removed.  Two  male  and  two  female  deaths 
occurred.  The  following  Tables  summarize  the  position  : — 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  notified  during 

1959. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

5 

_ 

1 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards  . . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

5 

2 

I 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 
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Total  number  of  Tuberculous  persons  remaining  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1959. 


1.  Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1958  . 

2.  New  Cases . 

3.  Inward  Transfers  . 

4.  Removals  . 

5.  Total  on  register  at  31st 

December,  1959  . 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmoaary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

40 

23 

6 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

1 

42 

25 

7 

5 

Sampling  of  milk  supplies  is  done  by  the  County  Health 
Department  and  I  give  below  the  usual  table  which  summarizes  the 
investigations  in  respect  of  the  Tamworth  Rural  District. 


Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations — Routine  Milk  Samples  for 
Biological  Examination  during  the  year  1959. 


Total  No.  of 


Designation  of  Milk  Samples 

Pasteurised  .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised) .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  10 

Non-designated  .  22 


No.  Positive 
Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Diphtheria 

Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  a  “nil  ”  return 
for  the  twelfth  successive  year.  This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs 
must  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  protection  afforded  by  immunisation 
carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres,  Schools  and  by  family  doctors. 
Nevertheless,  the  proportion  of  infants  covered  still  remains  too 
low  for  complacency  on  the  part  of  parents  who,  nowadays,  have 
become  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security  mostly  because  of  lack 
of  appreciation  of  the  benefits  offered.  Despite  this  apathy,  the 
demand  for  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  with  which 
the  diphtheria  inoculation  is  usually  given  has  helped  to  increase 
the  level  of  immunity. 
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Total  number  of  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  during  1959. 


Age  at  Date  of  Injection 

Under  1 

1—2 

3—4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Primary  . 

197 

38 

14 

9 

— 

258 

Reinforcing  .... 

— 

— 

16 

173 

78 

267 

Totals . 

197 

38 

30 

182 

78 

525 

Smallpox 

Vaccination  against  this  dread  disease,  still  so  prevalent  among 
the  masses  of  the  under-developed  countries  of  the  world,  is  carried 
out  at  child  welfare  centres  and  by  family  doctors. 


Total  number  of  vaccinations  during  1959. 


Age  at  Date  of  Injection 

Under  I 

1  year 

2 — 4 

5—14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Vaccinated  .... 

113 

7 

3 

7 

10 

140 

Re-vaccinated  . . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

14 

18 

Totals . 

113 

7 

4 

10 

24 

158 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Many  cases  were  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for  in¬ 
vestigation  and  assessment  for  institutional  care — chronic  sick  or 
Part  III  accommodation — and  in  no  instance  was  statutory  action 
on  my  part  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  Act. 
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Senior  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER 

Water  continued  to  be  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  following 
authorities  : — 

1.  Tamworth  Waterworks  Joint  Committee. 

2.  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

3.  The  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department. 

During  the  year  the  quality  of  water  supplied  continued  to  be 
satisfactory  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency.  Due  to 
occasional  power  cuts  the  supply  to  the  Kingsbury  area  was,  at 
times,  interrupted  but  pressure  is  being  brought  by  the  Council  on 
the  water  authority  to  try  and  remedy  this. 

All  mains  water  is  chlorinated  and  regularly  sampled,  either  by 
the  Health  Department  of  the  Council  or  the  respective  water 
authorities. 

During  the  year  3  samples  were  taken  from  two  shallow  wells. 
One  of  the  wells  is  used  as  a  regular  supply  and  fitted  with  a  chlorin- 
ator  and  the  results  were  satisfactory.  The  water  from  the  other 
well  was  not  satisfactory.  This  supply  was  not  for  domestic  use  but 
for  a  piggery. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  the  year  work  on  the  following  schemes  was  started 
and/or  completed  : — 

(a)  Amington  Surface  Water  Sewer. 

(b)  Glascote  and  Wilnecote  Sewerage  Scheme  (Contract 
No.  1). 

(c)  Glascote  and  Wilnecote  Sewerage  Scheme  (Contract 
No.  2). 

(d)  Hurley  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme. 

(e)  Two  Gates  Surface  Water  Sewer. 

(f)  Alvecote  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Schemes  were  also  prepared  to  extend  the  sewers  to  Quarry 
Hill,  Wilnecote  and  to  provide  a  new  effluent  drain  from  the  Aming¬ 
ton  works.  This  work  is  expected  to  be  done  in  1960. 

EXISTING  SEWERAGE  FACILITIES 

Austrey 

Sewage  from  the  village  drains  to  Warton  Lane  from  where  it 
is  pumped  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 
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New  ton  Regis 

Sewage  from  the  Hamlet  of  Noman’s  Heath  and  the  village  of 
New  ton  Regis  drains  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Seckington 

Sewage  from  the  village  drains  to  the  Newton  Regis  works. 

Shuttington 

With  the  exception  of  Alvecote  sewage  is  pumped  from  the 
village  to  the  Newton  Regis  works.  Sewage  from  Alvecote  is 
pumped  to  the  Amington  Works. 

Amington 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  houses  the  parish  is  fully 
sewered  draining  to  the  Amington  Works.  A  scheme  was  prepared 
and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  to  pipe  the  effluent  to  the  river 
instead  of  discharging  it  to  ditches. 

Glascote 

Glascote  is  fully  sewered,  draining  to  the  sewers  of  the  Tam- 
worth  Joint  Sewage  Committee. 

Works  of  improvement  etc.  were  commenced  during  the  year. 

Dosthill 

Dosthill  with  the  exception  of  the  Hamlet  of  Whateley,  is  fully 
sewered,  draining  to  the  Dosthill  works. 

Wilnecote 

Kettlebrook,  Belgrave,  Two  Gates  and  Wilnecote,  except  parts 
of  Hockley,  are  drained  to  the  Tamworth  Joint  Sewage  Committee's 
sewers,  the  remaining  part  of  the  Dosthill  works. 

Kingsbury 

Drained  to  the  Cliff  Works  with  a  pumping  station  at  Coventry 
Road,  Kingsbury,  to  pump  sewage  from  the  lower  end  into  the 
gravity  sewers. 

Wood  End 

Drained  to  an  overloaded  small  sewage  works.  This  works 
will  be  closed  on  the  completion  of  the  Hurley  Scheme  now  in 
course  of  construction. 

Hurley 

Drained  to  works  at  Old  Rail  Farm — now  being  extended — 
with  the  exception  of  the  lower  end  of  the  village  which  drains  to  a 
small  obsolete  type  works  at  Rockingham.  These  works  will  be 
closed  on  the  completion  of  the  present  Hurley  Scheme  Contract. 

Middleton 

The  village  of  Middleton  is  drained  to  the  works  at  Church 
Lane,  Middleton. 

Bassetts  Pole  is  fully  drained  to  the  works  at  Hill  Lane, 
Bassetts  Pole. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Little  work  was  necessitated  owing  to  the  continued  low 
incidence  of  disease  and  was  confined  to  enquiries  concerning 
Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning.  In  this 
case  Staphylococcus  aureus  was  isolated  from  a  pork  pie  and  the 
faeces  of  two  persons  but  as  a  result  of  phage  typing  although  the 
strains  from  one  of  the  patients  and  the  pork  pie  appeared  to  be 
related,  it  was  reported  impossible  to  say  whether  they  were  identical. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  system  of  collecting  refuse  by  direct  labour  under  the 
control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  continued  to  give 
a  regular  collection  throughout  the  district. 

Despite  the  dry  summer  there  was  no  serious  infestation  of 
crickets  on  the  tips,  flies  needed  more  control  but  like  the  rat  popula¬ 
tion  was  kept  under  controllable  limits.  The  use  of  the  “  Chaseside 
Shovel  ”  for  regularly  spreading  and  consolidating  helped  in  this 
matter.  The  present  worry  is  to  find  and  acquire  tipping  sites. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises)  . 


No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Prosecu 
Register  tions  Notices  tions 


15 


36  15 


8 


Totals  .  59  15 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found — Nil. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Nineteen  fifty  nine  showed  a  complete  year’s  operation  of 
gauges  in  connection  with  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  of 
which  the  authority  is  a  member.  The  installation  included  four 
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lead  peroxide  gauges,  one  deposit  gauge  and  two  daily  smoke  and 
volumetric  instruments.  The  latter  two  are  installed  in  the  Kings¬ 
bury  High  School  and  Wilnecote  Secondary  Modern  School  and 
are  operated  by  the  Senior  pupils  under  the  guidance  of  the  science 
master.  1  am  grateful  to  the  members  of  staff  and  scholars  of  the 
schools  for  their  co-operation  and  the  way  in  which  they  have 
carried  out  what  at  times  may  have  seemed  a  monotonous  task. 

Although  one  year's  results  cannot  be  taken  as  a  correct  average 
picture  of  conditions  in  the  district  they  are  of  interest  and  so  I  have 
included  the  monthly  figures  of  the  lead  peroxide  and  deposit 
gauges. 


Deposit  Gauge 


Rain 

Water 

Water 

Total 

Solids 

collected 

insoluble 

soluble 

Tons  per 

in  inches  . 

matter  in 

matter 

sq.  mile 

January  . 

2.92 

6.69 

7.12 

13.81 

February  . 

0.13 

8.15 

3.44 

11.59 

March  . 

1.69 

9.07 

5.73 

14.80 

April . 

2.72 

6.66 

5.86 

12.52 

May  . 

0.47 

5.27 

2.28 

7.55 

June  . 

0.95 

15.83 

3.51 

19.34 

July  . 

1.50 

11.16 

4.24 

15.40 

August . 

1.02 

5.66 

2.09 

7.75 

September . 

0.10 

12.16 

4.24 

16.40 

October  . 

1.89 

8.54 

4.87 

13.41 

November . 

2.53 

6.69 

7.42 

14.11 

December  . . . . 

3.03 

6.06 

7.78 

13.84 

Totals  . 

18.95 

101 .94 

58.58 

160.52 

Average  Winter 

months . 

2.03 

7.53 

6.06 

13.59 

Summer  months 

1.13 

9.45 

3.70 

13.15 

Monthly  . 

1.58 

8.50 

4.88 

13.38 

During  the  year  of  all  the  deposit  gauges  in  the  County  Wilne¬ 
cote  figures  on  three  occasions  amongst  the  six  gauges  showing  the 
highest  monthly  deposit.  It  is  generally  recognised  that  insoluble 
matter  collected  originates  from  industrial  stacks  and  soluble  matter 
from  domestic  chimneys.  A  study  of  the  above  figures  shows  that 
the  insoluble  average  remained  fairly  constant  winter  and  summer 
but  that  the  soluble  average  showed  a  big  drop  during  the  summer 
months. 
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LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES 


wt  of  S02  collected  mg/ 100  sq  cm/day 
Newton 


Month 

Amington 

Regis 

Wilnecote 

Wood  End 

January  . 

2.26 

1.64 

2.56 

2.53 

February  . 

2.40 

1.43 

2.05 

1.73 

March  . 

1.30 

0.70 

1.29 

1.23 

April . 

1.17 

1.30 

1.25 

1.35 

May  . 

1.07 

0.71 

0.90 

1.17 

June  . 

0.80 

0.70 

0.98 

0.93 

July  . 

0.68 

0.37 

0.58 

0.73 

August . 

1.03 

0.64 

0.90 

0.98 

September . 

0.74 

0.61 

0.87 

1.12 

October  . 

1.00 

0.71 

1.38 

0.90 

November . 

2.29 

0.89 

1.74 

1.25 

December  .... 

2.25 

1.38 

1.84 

1.37 

Average  Summer 

months . 

1.89 

1.12 

1.81 

1.50 

Winter  months . . 

.91 

.72 

.91 

1.50 

Monthly  . 

1.42 

.93 

1.38 

1.27 

During  the  year  three  of  the  sites  figured  amongst  the  six  gauges 
showing  the  highest  readings  in  the  County  namely  Wood  End  (3), 
Amington  (2),  and  Wilnecote  (2). 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  rodent  operative  continued  to  give  very  satisfactory  service 
and  very  few  serious  infestations  were  found. 

Work  on  farms  and  business  premises  on  a  contract  basis 
continued  but,  although  the  number  of  contracts  increased,  the 
percentage  of  farms  in  particular  availing  themselves  of  this  service 
continued  to  be  disappointing. 

The  sewers  were  given  their  usual  treatments  and  were  not 
found  to  be  seriously  infested. 

The  relationship  between  the  operator  and  the  public  main¬ 
tained  its  high  standard.  No  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  30  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  local 
authority  and  46  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Private  enterprise  were  responsible  for  the  erection  of  57 
dwellings  and  a  further  72  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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In  my  last  year's  report  I  mentioned  the  broadness  and  far 
sightedness  of  the  Council's  housing  policy  in  building  units  for  old 
people,  and  teachers  and  their  willingness  to  help  incoming  indus¬ 
trialists  as  regards  key  workers  ;  this  has  now  been  extended  by 
building  houses  for  sale,  and  the  response  following  the  building  of 
the  first  pair  and  putting  them  on  show  was  outstanding.  Next 
year  the  Council  hope  to  extend  this  side  of  their  policy. 

During  the  year,  8  statutory  notices  were  served  requiring 
works  of  repair  to  be  done  and  12  properties  dealt  with  under  the 
Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing  List  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  421,  38%  of  whom  were  living  in  rooms. 

Under  the  Rent  Act,  1957  21  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  were  received.  Of  these,  undertakings  were  given  by  the 
landlord  in  respect  of  9  and  12  Certificates  were  issued,  4  in  respect 
of  all  the  defects  included  in  the  application  and  8  in  respect  of  some 
of  the  defects.  No  applications  for  cancellation  of  certificates  were 
received. 

Applications  for  grants  to  improve  properties  were  received  in 
respect  of  84  properties,  of  which  73  were  approved.  Of  these,  54 
properties  belonged  to  the  same  owner — N.C.B.  and  were  revised 
applications,  the  original  application  being  made  in  1958  and  not 
proceeded  with. 

Two  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  and 
approved. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Licences. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 


Dealers  (sterilised) .  6 

Dealers  (pasteurised)  .  14 

Dealers  (Tuberculin  Tested)  10 

Supplementary  (sterilised)  .  1 

Supplementary  (pasteurised)  .  2 

Supplementary  (Tuberculin  Tested)  .  2 


35 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  two  slaughter  houses  were  in  regular  use  and 
one  occasionally. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  out 
more  than  88.7%  meat  inspection.  The  numbers  killed,  inspected 
and  amounts  found  unfit  are  shown  in  the  following  tables. 

Condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  to  the  licensed  hide  and  skin 
dealers  who  also  clear  all  hides,  gut,  etc.  daily. 
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Cattle 

excluding  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
Cows 


Number  killed  .  1,105  54  43  5,540  3,026 

Number  inspected .  985  50  42  4,826  2,762 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
and  Cysticerous  Bovis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  .  1  2  2  8  2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned .  183  13  —  33  12 

%  of  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  or 

Cysticerous  Bovis  18.57  26.00  4.65  .84  .50 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . .  —  1  —  —  — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  .  46  9  — -  —  40 

%  affected  with  T.B .  4.77  20.00  —  —  1.44 


Cysticerous  Bovis 
cases  found . 


Diseased  Meat  and  Offals. 

All  diseases  except  T.B 


Tens  Cwts.  Qrs.  Ibs. 


Cattle 

Carcase  meat  . 

— 

17 

~3 

12 

Offals . 

1 

5 

2 

17 

Calves 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  . 

— 

3 

7 

Offals  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  . 

3 

— 

7 

Offals  . 

.  — 

— 

2 

17 

Pigs 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  . 

4 

— 

10 

Offals  . 

Tuberculosis  only. 

1 

7 

Cattle 

Carcase  meat  . 

— 

13 

1 

26 

Offals . 

.  — 

9 

2 

10 

Calves 

Carcase  meat  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offals . 

.  — 

.  —  { 

, — • 

— 

Sheep 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

Offals . 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

Pigs 

Carcase  meat  . 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

Offals . 

.  . 

4 

3 

11 

Totals . 

4 

— 

1 

12 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


During  the  year  visits  were  made  of  food  premises  in  particular 
those  which  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  still  required  work  to  be 
done. 

The  following  types  of  works  were  carried  out  : — 


(a)  provision  of  satisfactory  hot  water  supply  .  4 

(b)  repairs,  alterations  and  redecoration .  2 

(c)  redecoration .  3 

(d)  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  .  2 


The  installation  of  refrigerators  and  frozen  foods  cabinets  still 
continues  and  the  general  hygiene  standard  is  good. 

Ice  cream  continues  to  be  manufactured  on  one  premises  only 
in  accordance  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  4  samples  were 
taken  from  these  premises  during  the  year  and  all  were  Grade  I. 

FOOD  GUILDS 

There  are  no  food  Guilds  in  operation  in  the  district  the  rural 
nature  of  which  makes  an  organisation  of  this  kind  difficult  to  plan. 

WORK  DONE  AT  PREMISES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1959 


Housing  Roof  repaired  or  renewed .  7 

Chimney  stack  repaired  or  renewed .  14 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  2 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed .  11 

External  walls  repaired  or  repointed  .  13 

Dampness  abated  : — 

(a)  repairs  to  roof .  2 

(b)  repairs  to  gutters  or  rain  water  pipes  7 

(c)  repairs  to  external  walls .  4 

(d)  water  proofing  internal  walls  ....  1 

Yard  surface  paved  or  repaired  .  3 

Walls  plastered  .  18 

Ceilings  plastered  .  18 

Walls  cleaned  or  redecorated  .  5 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed .  37 

Sashcords  provided .  3 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  11 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed .  20 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed .  4 

Fire  grates  or  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed. .  13 
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New  sink  provided . . .  4 

New  waste  pipe  provided  .  2 

Separate  water  supply  provided  .  2 

Washing  copper  repaired  or  renewed .  4 

Pantry  provided  or  repaired .  7 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  .  10 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

New  water  closets  provided .  15 

Water  closet  cistern  repaired  or  renewed  . .  2 

Water  closet  compartment  repaired  .  1 

Drainage 

Drains  cleansed  .  15 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed .  8 

Ventilation  pipe  provided .  1 

Inspection  chambers  provided .  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Caravans  etc.,  removed .  10 

Food  Premises 

Premises  cleansed  or  lime  washed  .  4 

Structural  repairs  carried  out  .  2 

Hot  water  provided  .  4 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  .  2 

Visits 

Water  Supplies  .  8 

Drainage  .  166 

Piggeries  .  9 

Moveable  dwellings  .  21 

Factories  .  15 

Licensed  Premises  .  2 

Refuse  .  24 

Rodent  Control  .  34 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  237 

Schools  .  2 

Shops  .  7 

Petrol  .  11 
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Knackers  Yards .  3 

Housing  .  447 

Infectious  Diseases .  23 

Food  Poisoning  .  5 

Meat  Inspection .  530 

Food  Premises  and  samples .  130 

Sewage  Sampling .  6 

Miscellaneous .  35 
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